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2 February, 2019
	 •	 IPS officer Rishi Kumar 

Shukla has been appointed as 
the chief of the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) for a 
fixed tenure of two years.

	 •	 The appointment of the CBI director gains 
significance in the backdrop of comments made 
by the Supreme Court which had said that it was 
“averse” to the arrangement of an interim CBI 
Director and the Centre should “immediately” 
appoint a regular chief of the probe agency.

16 February, 2019
	 •	The President has appointed 

Sushil Chandra as the new 
Election Commissioner. 

	 •	Sushil Chandra will join 
other two members of the 
Commission, Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
Sunil Arora and Election Commissioner (EC) 
Ashok Lava.
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NEW ELECTION COMMISSIONER

4 February, 2019
Behrouz Boochani, an 
Iranian asylum-seeker 
detained in Papua New 
Guinea under Australian 
asylum laws has won the 
Victorian Prize for Literature.

VICTORIAN PRIZE FOR LITERATURE

AWARDS

	 •	 He was awarded for his work “No Friend But 
the Mountains: Writing from Manus Prison.”

	 •	 The astonishing fact is that Boochani wrote the 
work on his phone and sent it to Omid Tofighian 
bit-by-bit in text messages.

	 •	 Omid Tofighian is the book’s translator who 
worked with Boochani over five years to bring 
the stories to life.

5 February, 2019
	 •	Azim Premji, the
  Chairman of Wipro Ltd. 

will be felicitated with the 
Ernst & Young Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

	 •	Ernst & Young, famously known as EY is a 
multinational professional services firm and is 
one of the “Big Four” accounting firms.

AZIM PREMJI HONOURED 

23 February, 2019
	 •	Dr Divya Karnad, Assistant 

Professor of Environmental 
Studies at Ashoka University 
has been awarded the 
prestigious Global Future For 
Nature Award 2019.

	 •	She has been awarded for  her work on marine 
conservation.

	 •	Dr Divya Karnad’s project InSeason Fish had 
successfully reduced the unwanted bycatch of 
endangered sharks along the Coromandel coast 
of India.

	 •	Future for Nature 2019 Award awarded by 
Future for Nature Foundation celebrates tangible 
achievements in protecting wild animal and plant 
species.

FUTURE FOR NATURE 2019 AWARD
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9 February, 2019
	 •	The Union Government has 

announced the Great Indian 
Bustard (GIB) as the mascot for 
the 13th Conference of Parties 
(COP) of the UN Convention on 
the Conservation of Migratory 
Species (CMS) to be held in Gujarat next year.

	 •	The convention provides a global platform for 
deliberations on the conservation and sustainable 
use of migratory wild animals and their habitat.

22 February, 2019
	 •	The government has issued an order approving the 

entitlement of air travel on Delhi-Srinagar, Srinagar-
Delhi, Jammu-Srinagar and Srinagar-Jammu sectors 
to all the personnel of the Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPFs) which includes their journey for 
joining duty, transfer, tour or going on leave.

	 •	This decision will benefit approximately 7.8 lakh 
paramilitary personnel.

	 •	This decision was taken following February 14 
Pulwama attack when  40 personnel of the CRPF 
were killed when an explosives-laden vehicle was 
blown off by a JeM terrorist, near the force bus.

GREAT INDIAN BUSTARD AS MASCOT

FREE AIR TRAVEL FOR PARAMILITARY 
FORCES TO KASHMIR

ENVIRONMENT

11 February, 2019
	 •	 The Asiatic Lion
  Conservation Project was 

announced by the Centre 
and the Gujarat government 
at a cost of Rs 97.85 crore.

	 •	 The project will have a dedicated veterinary 
institute, “lion ambulances”, and back-up stocks 
of vaccines that may be required

	 •	 It would use modern information and 
communication technology for conservation 
and protection efforts of the Great Gir Region, 
including GPS-based animal and vehicle tracking, 
automated sensor grid with movement sensors, 
night vision capability and real-time monitoring 
and report generation.

21 February, 2019
	 •	 The Indian Air Force (IAF) 

has received the Final 
Operational Clearance (FOC) 
standard certification for 
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas from Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).

	 •	 The DRDO’s FOC certification testifies the 
combat-readiness of Tejas.

ASIATIC LION CONSERVATION PROJECT
LCA TEJAS GETS FINAL OPERATIONAL CLEARANCE

2 February, 2019
	 •	World Wetlands Day was 

celebrated on February 2nd with 
the theme of “Wetlands and 
Climate Change.”

	 •	The theme signifies the 
importance of healthy and intact 
wetlands to one of the most pressing challenges 
of our times, climate change.

	 •	The theme has been chosen to initiate action 
against the drainage of wetlands.

27 February, 2019
	 •	The Indian Air Force (IAF) has struck against 

Jaish-e-Mohammed camp in Balakot of Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir in the pre-dawn hours of 26th 
February 2019.

WORLD WETLANDS DAY

IAF STRIKES AGAINST JAISH-E-MOHAMMED

IMPORTANT DAYS

16 February, 2019
	 •	Flight Lieutenant Hina 

Jaiswal broke the glass 
ceiling and became 
the first woman flight 
engineer of IAF which 
was till now an exclusive man’s club.

	 •	Flight Lieutenant Hina Jaiswal commissioned into 
the IAF’s engineering branch in January 2015.

	 •	She had created history by becoming the first 
woman candidate to pursue the elite course.

	 •	The flight engineer branch was opened to women 
officers in 2018.

FIRST WOMAN FLIGHT ENGINEER OF IAF

DEFENCE 	 •	A dozen Mirage-2000 fighter jets used to carry 
out the attack were escorted by four Sukhoi Su-
30 aircraft.
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14 February, 2019
	 •	To commemorate the 

Unani Day 2019 a two 
day National Conference 
on Unani Medicine for 
Public Health was held 
at New Delhi.

	 •	February 11 every year is observed as the Unani 
Day. As part of the Unani Day celebrations, 
various activities including marathons, writathon, 
quiz competitions, public health talks, daily health 
tips for the general public and workshops were 
organised across the country.

UNANI DAY

14 February, 2019
	 •	 The World Radio Day 2019 is celebrated with 

the theme Dialogue, Tolerance and Peace.

WORLD RADIO DAY 

4 February, 2019
	 •	The World Cancer Day  observed to save millions 

of preventable deaths each year through education, 
raising awareness and by pressing governments 
and individuals 
across the world 
to take action 
against the deadly 
disease.

	 •	On the World Cancer Day, the Union for 
International Cancer Control launched a new 
3-year campaign with the theme: “I Am and I 
Will”.

	 •	The campaign is aimed to increase public-facing 
exposure and engagement to inspire the change 
that is required to build a cancer-free future for 
the world.

WORLD CANCER DAY

10 February, 2019
	 •	February 10, 2019, was 

celebrated as the first 
World Pulses Day.

	 •	The UN General 
Assembly passed the 
resolution to celebrate 10 February as World 
Pulses Day to keep the positive momentum 
surrounding these nutritious, protein-rich, nitrogen-
fixing legumes alive after the FAO’s successful 
2016 International Year of Pulses Campaign.

WORLD PULSES DAY

	 •	 (UNESCO) every year 
celebrates February 13 as 
the World Radio Day.

	 •	 World Radio Day 2019 is 
celebrated to highlight the 
importance of the radio 
in its search for a more 
peaceful and tolerant world.

	 •	 Spain’s Radio Academy in the year 2010 proposed 
the idea of World Radio Day.

23 February, 2019
	 •	SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket carrying Israeli company 

SpaceIL’s lunar lander blasted off from Florida. 
If successful, Israel will join the club of which 
includes Russia, the US and China who have 
made successful controlled landing on the surface 
of Earth’s nearest neighbour.

	 •	Funded almost entirely by donations, the project 
is the first privately backed lunar lander mission. 

	 •	The project cost $100 million.

WORLD’S FIRST PRIVATELY FUNDED 
MISSION TO MOON

HSFC IN BENGALURU

SCIENCE

1 February, 2019
	 •	 The Human Space Flight 

Centre (HSFC) which 
would be the core of 
ISRO’s future manned 
missions was inaugurated 
at the ISRO headquarters in Bengaluru.

	 •	 The Human Space Flight Centre will implement 
the first development flight of Gaganyaan with the 
support of existing ISRO Centres.

5 February, 2019
	 •	The Election 

Commission of
  India will be issuing 

Braille voter slips 
for the visually 
impaired and blind 
voters in the Lok Sabha elections due this year.

	 •	The Election Commission of India also plans to 
provide Braille election photo identity cards.

BRAILLE VOTERS SLIPS ISSUED

MISCELLANEOUS 
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14 February, 2019
	 •	Ghumot, an indigenous 

earthen drum will soon 
be notified as a heritage 
instrument of Goa. 

	 •	Ghumot is an indigenous 
earthen drum fashioned 
as a designed clay pot, with the skin of the 
monitor lizard stretched taut across the pot’s 
mouth, forming a drumhead.

	 •	Ghumot is a percussion instrument widely played 
during Ganesh Chaturthi Aarties.

GHUMOT DECLARED GOA’S HERITAGE 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT

20 February, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off the 

first ever diesel-to-electric converted locomotive at 
the Diesel Locomotive Works (DLW) at Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh.

FIRST EVER DIESEL-TO-ELECTRIC CONVERTED LOCOMOTIVE

15 February, 2019
	 •	One day after the Pulwama terror attack on 14th 

February, 2019, India has taken a stern step of 
withdrawing the Most Favoured Nation or MFN 
Status of Pakistan.

	 •	37 CRPF personnel were martyred in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district on 14th February 2019 
when a terrorist attacked with an explosive-laden 
vehicle into one of the buses of the convoy of 
the security forces.

	 •	Jaish-e-Mohammed has taken responsibility for 
the attack.

INDIA WITHDRAWS MFN STATUS FROM PAKISTAN 
AFTER PULWANA ATTACK

9 February, 2019
	 •	The Jammu and Kashmir government ordered the 

creation of a separate administrative division for 
Ladakh region.

	 •	The Ladakh Administrative Division would 
comprise of Leh and Kargil districts and would 
be headquartered in Leh.

LADAKH DECLARED AS J&K ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION

22 February, 2019
	 •	 Actress Kareena Kapoor 

Khan has been appointed 
as an ambassador of Swasth 
Immunised India campaign.

	 •	 The campaign is aimed 
at dispelling myths and 
misconceptions pertaining to the administration 
of vaccination among Indians.

KAREENA KAPOOR AMBASSADOR OF 
IMMUNISATION CAMPAIGN

26 February, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi inaugurated the 
National War Memorial 
adjoining the India 
Gate in New Delhi. 
The memorial honours the fallen soldiers after 
Independence.

	 •	The memorial comprises four concentric circles, 
namely ‘Amar Chakra’, ‘Veerta Chakra’, ‘Tyag 
Chakra’ and ‘Rakshak Chakra.’

	 •	The memorial includes a central obelisk, an eternal 
flame and six bronze murals depicting famous 
battles fought by Indian Army, Air Force and 
Navy in Veerta Chakra gallery.

NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL

4 February, 2019
	 •	One-day International 

(ODI) captain Mithali 
Raj has become the 
first woman to play 200 
ODI matches with her 
appearance in the match 
against New Zealand.

MITHALI RAJ SETS RECORD

SPORTS

	 •	Braille is a script with raised dots that can be read 
with the fingers by people who are blind or who 
have low vision. It is a tactical reading and writing 
system used by blind and visually impaired people 
who cannot access print material.

	 •	The conversion was 
achieved in record 
time with the help of 
engineers from Research 
Designs and Standards 
Organisation (RDSO), 
Chittaranjan Locomotive Works (CLW), and BHEL.

	 •	The 10,000HP freight locomotive was converted 
from two units of old diesel locomotives of 2600 
HP each with indigenous technology.
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16 February, 2019
	 •	 The International Hockey Federation (FIH) Player 

of the Year Awards are the annual awards for the 
best men’s and women’s player in international 
hockey in a given calendar year as determined 
by a peer and public vote.

	 •	 FIH Player of the Year, Men: Arthur van Doren 
(Belgium) Women: Eva de Goede (Netherlands) 
FIH Goalkeeper of the Year, Men: Vincent 
Vanasch (Belgium, Women: Maddie Hinch (Great 
Britain) FIH Rising Star of the Year, Men: Arthur 
de Sloover (Belgium) Women: Lucina von der 
Heyde (Argentina).

INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY FEDERATION (FIH) PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR AWARDS

18 February, 2019
	 •	West Indies star 

batsman Chris Gayle 
has announced his 
retirement from the 
ODI format after the 
2019 World Cup. 

	 •	The explosive batsman is the second-leading ODI 
run scorer just behind the legendary Brian Lara.

CHRIS GAYLE RETIRES

LAUREUS WORLD SPORTS AWARDS 2019

	 •	Mithali Raj made her ODI debut back on 25 
June 1999 against Ireland in Milton Keynes.

20 February, 2019
	 •	The Laureus World Sports Awards 2019 were 

presented on 18 February 2019 to honour the 
greatest sporting achievements of 2018 and 
celebrate the power of sport to change the world.

	 •	The recipients included Sportsman of the Year: 
Novak Djokovic, (Serbia) Tennis; Sportswoman 
of the Year: Simone Biles (USA) Gymnastics; 
Comeback of the Year: Tiger Woods (USA) 
Golf; Breakthrough of the Year: Naomi Osaka 
(Japan) Tennis; Sportsperson of the Year With A 
Disability: Henrieta Farkkašová (Slovakia) Skiing; 
Action Sportsperson of the Year: Chloe Kim 
(USA) Snowboarding; Team of the Year: France 
World Cup Team (France) Football; Laureus 
Sporting Moment of the Year: Xia Boyu, China 
(Climbing Mount Everest); Academy Exceptional 
Achievement Award: Eliud Kipchoge, Kenya; 
Lifetime Achievement Award: Arsène Wenger, 
France; Spirit for Sport Award: Lindsey Vonn, 
(USA); and Sport For Good Award: Yuwa (India).

	 •	He holds the record for most centuries (23) by 
a West Indian in the ODI format.

	 •	He is the only West Indian player to score a 
double ton and the first to score at a World Cup.


